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Abstract:

Dystopian novels of the 19™ and 20" century are likely to share the same topics. Some of these topics,
which express a negative world view and anxieties of the societies depicted in the novels, have been
the focus of literary scholars since the late 20" century. In the recent years, computational methods
became increasingly popular for analysing large amounts of text, and the corpora chosen for analysis
include both factual and fictional literature. But to which extend can these technical tools be used for
analysing fiction? The project aims at investigating several computational methods—namely, topic
modelling, topic detection and tracking, difference analysis, text reuse detection, neural networks and
word embeddings, and sentiment analysis—to compare the findings that can be generated using these
techniques. During the process, a careful manual investigation and interpretation of the results is
indispensable, which emphasises the importance of the literary scholar’s expertise that is needed for
this project.
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